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Welcome to the Virtual Celebration and Graduate 
Presentation for the Certificate in Documentary Arts at 
Center for Documentary Studies’. Typically, an in person 
event, this is a moment to celebrate the brilliance and 
perseverance of our graduates as they head into the 
world as documentary change agents with all knowl-
edge of the power and fervor of their voices in the world.      
    Throughout the year, CDS puts to practice its mission 
to train and develop globally minded antiracist documen-
tarians through its CDS Courses program which is open 
to all communities, local and abroad. These courses are 
designed to develop students of all ages, orientations, 
and identities to gain the skills needed to be champions 
of true social justice in both their documentary work and 
everyday lives.  
    Our instructors are both gifted educators who also 
practice their skills as working professionals in various 
mediums as well as consummate students themselves; 
ensuring they are on the bleeding edge of anti racist 
theory and emerging documentary forms.  
    Many students choose to enroll in the Certificate 
in Documentary Arts program, which offers a struc-
tured sequence of courses and a focused opportunity 
for completing documentary work. Our students are 
primarily working adults who take a minimum of two 
years to complete their coursework, which culminates in 
a final seminar course and the completion of a substan-
tial project.
    Over the past eighteen years of offering the certificate, 
students have produced photography, film and video, 
audio, multimedia, and writing projects. Often these 

The Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University teaches, 
engages in, and presents documentary work grounded in collab-
orative partnerships and extended fieldwork that uses photogra-
phy, film/video, audio, narrative writing, and experimental and 
new media to capture and convey contemporary memory, life, and 
culture. CDS values documentary work that balances community 
goals with individual artistic expression. CDS promotes docu-
mentary work that cultivates progressive change by amplifying 
voices, advancing human dignity, engendering respect among 
individuals, breaking down barriers to understanding, and illumi-
nating social injustices. CDS conducts its work for local, regional, 
national, and international audiences.

documentarystudies.duke.edu
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projects move out into the world to larger audiences 
in the form of exhibitions, installations, and websites, 
among other venues. A number of audio students 
produced pieces that aired on NPR and several inter-
national radio outlets. Other students’ documentary 
videos have won awards at film festivals. Tonight’s 
presentations represent the latest of these final certifi-
cate projects.
    If you have any questions about taking a 
Continuing Education program, please send an email 
to cdscourses@duke.edu. Register for Summer 2020 
courses at cdscourses.org.
    We invite you to visit the Center for Documen-
tary Studies often to enjoy our exhibits, screenings, 
lectures, and other programming. The best source of 
information about CDS is our website: documenta-
rystudies.duke.edu. To learn about upcoming events, 
we invite you to subscribe to the weekly CDS e-news-
letter (in the “About” section of our website).
    The Center for Documentary Studies is an indepen-
dent nonprofit organization affiliated with Duke Univer-
sity. Please help us keep connecting and transforming 
lives through stories. Visit the “Donate” page on the 
CDS website for information.

—Michael A. Betts, II 
Director of Continuing Education 
Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University

The Final Seminar in Documentary Studies

Thank you for joining us for the capstone presentations 
of the Spring 2020 certificate graduates! We congrat-
ulate our Final Seminar in Documentary Studies 

students, who worked so productively in our class. As an 
instructor, I was inspired by how the projects changed 
and improved as the weeks went by. The students work-
shopped their final pieces in a supportive yet rigorous 
setting, and their work has great artistic and documen-
tary value. The final presentations are each ten to fifteen 
minutes in duration for tonight’s event, and therefore 
represent perhaps only a part of longer and ambitious proj-
ects. The Center for Documentary Studies wishes these 
ten graduates the best of luck in their future documentary 
endeavors! 

— Randy Benson 
Instructor, Spring 2020 Final Seminar 
in Documentary Studies
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Anthony Patterson (he/him)
Here for a Reason 

[Video]

I’m from the Crest Street Community. We are a small, 
yet powerful, historically black neighborhood on 
the west side of Durham, North Carolina. We have 
an incredible story: We are still here after resisting 
the pressure to relocate due to Durham’s East-West 
Expressway construction in the 1970s. During this 
period of Urban Renewal, or as James Baldwin coined 
it, “Negro Removal,” black families were displaced 
and shuffled throughout cities across America. Their 
homes...gone. Their communities...memories; buried 
underneath some government building or a parking 
lot. Just as in other cities, Durham was plagued with 
patterns of discriminatory practices on public projects. 
Failures to provide fair housing for uprooted residents 
severed the trust of black citizens and city officials. 

In 1975, with a pause in construction for the East-West 
Expressway, Rev. Lowery Reid and my grandfather, 
Willie Patterson of Crest Street, led the “Save Our 
Church and Community” movement. Unlike Hayti, 
Crest Street was able to rally support for a realigned 
expressway, maintain community cohesion, and allo-
cate funding for a new, improved neighborhood within 
its original borders. All while fighting the government 
at all levels—local, state, and federal. This movement 
not only preserved our community, but also cemented 
us in history with an impact that is still felt decades 
later.

Anthony Patterson is a Durham-based documentary 
artist interested in uncovering hidden or forgotten stories 
throughout history. His work is rooted in painting, but 
spans across multiple mediums including installation, 
storytelling, and photography. In addition to exhibitions 
and residencies throughout North Carolina, Anthony 
has: taught small classes, led workshops, participated 
in panel discussions, and co-curated in partnership with 
the Black on Black Project.
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Rosa Tobin (she/her)
A Practice in Tenderness

[Mixed Media/Online Installation]

A Practice in Tenderness is an online installation 
exploring the embodied nature of material objects.
These letters coupled with soundscapes create space 
for challenging the idea that objects are static or 
passive by providing access points through sound 
for the viewer to more tangibly attune to their bodily 
engagement with objects.

Rosa Tobin is a sound artist and documentarian pulled 
toward exploring space and place, and the bodies that 
are entangled with/in them. She is currently based in 
Lansing, Michigan, pursuing an MA in Digital Rhetoric 
and Professional Writing at Michigan State University.
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